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The Paperclip 

• Norwegian Johann Vaaler produced a 
version of the paperclip in 1899, though 

his invention struggled to compete with the 
English Gem clip. Proud of Vaaler's 
paperclip, Norway erected a large 

monument to it near Oslo. The paperclip 
also served as a national symbol of 

resistance to the Nazi occupation of 
Norway, according to Biography Base. 
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